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Imperial Valley
< CWAMBERS
A s IMPERIAL VALLEY
JOINT CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
‘Umted in Busjnesr
BRAWLEY. July 3, 2002
CALEXICO
CALIPATRIA Arthur Bagget, Jr.
State Water Resources Control Board
EL CENTRO P.O Box 100
Saciamento, CA 95812
HOLTVILLE
Dear Mr. Baggett:
IMPERIAL . : . . . .
The Imperial Valley Joint Chambers of Commerce is an organization consisting of all mix
WEST SHORES Imperial County chambers of commerce. Collectively, we represent over 1,500 local
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businesses.

* The Joint Chambers has kept sbreast of the discussions rolated 10 the water tranafer since

the beginning, over five years ago. Many who have served on the Joim Chambers board
and our chambers’ boards have been in leadership roles with the Imperial Irrigstion

 District's (IID) Citizen Advisory Commission and Imperiat Valley United.

The water transfor agrecinent between JID snd San Diego County Water Authority allows

" for the use of conserved water through on-farm conservation mamhods, and expressly
- prohibits the use of fallowing 23 & means to CONKONVS WALEr. The business community has

baen supportive of this type of transfer progzam becsuge it would sustain our agriculiural
based cconomy and protect businesses from third party impacts.

' The recent discussion to failow farmiand to conserve water is of great concern 10 the

business community. This typs of conssrvation program would devastate our iocal
economy through the loss of more than 2,000 jobs. The businesses of thia community

_would be the real losers by bearing the brum of third party impacts.

.i Another concern for the businesa community involves the Salton Ses. Studies have

predicted the derise of the Sea in about 20 years. Now, it appears the Imperial Valley is
being asked 1o solve thia problem too. I ls hudicrous to expect the farming community of
'Tmperial Valiey to conserve water to transfer to San Diego and “save” the Salton Sea.

~ We would be better sorved if the state, foderal government and those communities
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necding our waicr, stop up to the plate and become a past of the solution to “save” the
Sen.

The business community of Imperial Valley wants 1o play a role in California's plan to
reduce its uss of Colorado River water 1o 4.4 maf Howover, we will not just stand by
and allow an sgreement that is currently on tho table as & win-win for all, tum intoa
losing proposition for our valley.

Sincerely,

Qmid émm:

Chairman
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